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!
The influence of the preacher is still strong

and it flows:

Pivotal Point

1. Outside the boundaries of the pulpit and 

2. Onto the cultural concerns of the people 

in the pews…



How can we explore the pulpit’s 

influence on culture concerns?

Homiletically + Culturally + Digitally

Collectively + Thematically



Many homiletical responses to 

sociocultural events could be used to 

demonstrate the power of the pulpit on 

cultural concerns such as: 



• Mass shootings

• Presidential elections

• COVID-19/Coronavirus Pandemic. 

• Police shootings

• Social protests

Although all of these events are worthwhile research 

subjects, sermonic responses to the 9/11 

tragedy is a good place to start for multiple reasons.



Why 9/11 Tragedy Theme?

• It has historical, national and cultural significance.

• It occurred near the turn of the century.

• It’s at a time when digital orality material began 

to surge.



9/11

Homilies

Preserved 

from 2001



22 
Expositors 

from various 

states were 

included in 

the collection





““ Collectively a central theme emerged and was fleshed 

out into the thesis sentence: 

The American people—and particularly its people of 

faith—are urged to respond to and rely on their faith 

in God as part of their reflection and contemplation 

of retaliation in the aftermath of the 9/11 tragedy.

(T. Ford Dissertation “Results: Collective Theme”, 109)



NEXT President’s Chapel…

By the way…

Close look at the ‘symphonic 

voices’ of the African-American 

responses to the 9/11 tragedy.
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